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Digital Assignment 3: The U.S. as an Emerging Power

Part 1: It has been argued that the United States became an Empire as soon as it decided to
enter global politics at the beginning of the 20" century. For each box below, please
indicate which actions/decisions taken/made by the United States contributed to the

nation’s empire-building process.

The war concluded Spain’s colonial empire in the

western hemisphere and protected the position of

The War of 1898

America as a pacific power. This resulted in the
acquisition of territories in Latin America and western
pacific (Muhamada & MohammedAmeen, 2019). The
winning of the war by America led to the signing of a
peace treaty that obligated Spanish to surrender
privileges on Cuba and concede authority over the

Philippines, Guam and Puerto Rico to America.

The open-door policy of Asia was a report concerning
Open Door Policy in Asia the values introduced by the United States between 1899
and 1900 (Wen & Lu, 2017). The policy provided an

opportunity for the United States to increase its market




for industrialized products. It also requested for the
security of equal rights for any nation trading with china
and sustenance for the Chinese government and

territorial veracity.

The United States utilized the Big stick policy during the
Teddy Roosevelt’s “Big Stick” dispatching of the American troops to Nicaragua for
Policy protecting pro-American administration (Chaitram,
2020). Therefore, it allowed for performing humanitarian
functions. Since Teddy Roosevelt protected American
power without using any force, they created diplomatic
contacts and establish goodwill. This represented

America's naval strengths.

The United States was involved in building the canal
Building of the Panama Canal after the French gave up due to mosquitos. This opened
up more opportunities including saving almost 10,000
miles were saved through building canal, saved time and
money transporting cargo between oceans and permitted
shipping of commercial goods such as cars and grains

(Canaletal.,n.d).




United States ships were sunk and damaged when
Entrance into World War I traveling to Britain by German mines which led to the
loss of lives. This resulted in President Woodrow Wilson
requesting a declaration of war against Germany

(Jankowski, 2017).

Part 3: At the Treaty of Versailles (1918) marking the end of World War I, the United

States (under Woodrow Wilson) proposed the establishment of a League of Nation which
ultimately failed. Part of the Treaty also includes Wilson's 14 Points. In a letter (of
between 500 and 1,000 words) to President Wilson, please indicate your support or
opposition to his 14 points and the League of Nations on political or historical grounds.
This part of the assignment will require you to think out of the box and to fully understand

Wilson's ideology.




Dear Mr. President,

Considering the establishment of the League of Nation and the fourteen points, [ am
writing to share my complete support of your ideologies and vision to the world. Although |
understand there will be a conflict of interest among other politicians, proposing the league of
nations indicate a factual philosophy regarding peace in Europe which will be essential for both
America and the whole world. I also need to present my thankful appreciation to you as the
first president of the United States to go overseas for international conference and postwar
negations, thus made it clear to other rivalry countries that the United States as a nation
requires peace and is in full support of plans on ending the war.

The first reason for supporting your fourteen points is because it will prevent another war from
occurring and hence saving Americans lives. World war has caused significant effects on our
land including loss of lives our military personnel as well as resources including ships.
Although we as a country did not plan on entering the war until April 1917 when Germany
announced the unhindered submarine warfare and the succeeding sinking of our ships while
our citizens were on board. | believe this annoyed you as well and thus considering your
unselfish vision, I support the fourteen points because they go past the protection of the United
States maritime interest as it also maintains the principles of peace and justice in the life of the
whole world.

Moreover, through the fourteen points, there will be freedom at the sea, this will ensure
all nations both the victorious and vanquished be able to do business and carry their products

through the sea. Furthermore, my support for this is because the United States will prosper in




its commercial activities with other countries. Other small countries that were defeated will
also be restored as they will be able to raise their economic activities and trade with other
countries when there is peace. Colonization resulted in many countries lagging because they
could not manage to develop their empires. Thanks to the fourteen points you have developed
because it will end the colonies and ensure each country focuses on the development and
maintenance of the boundaries. As I understand that a peaceful and just nation is a prosperous
nation since the citizen of that nation will focus on their specialized activities knowing that the
criminal justice system is existing for every person irrespective of their work levels and class.
With your fourteen points, economic trade barriers will be eliminated and ensure that many
countries will be involved in trade in different countries. The United States will benefit a lot
because they will increase their exports especially where we have a comparative advantage, we
will realize substantial improvement in economic welfare. Also, through getting an increased
quantity of exports, we will intensify in our job level and economic growth. Another advantage
with the fourteen points proposal is to reduce the armaments and militarization as many
countries have invested a lot in sophisticated weapons to fight each other, nations will also
concentrate on building integrated military skills to protect themselves as a world as well as
focus on economic development and eliminating other significant problems such as fighting
poverty and diseases.

I support the fourteen points because it will put an end to secret treaties. I think secret
treaties are surreptitious because they comprise of some actions that may hinder world peace.
Furthermore, performing such a critical act in secrecy will create tension in other countries.
Therefore, I support the proposal on having open covenants that are registered and sealed in

front of the public. Also, countries will focus on fixing territorial problems and ensure every




nation regardless of how weakened they are will not be subjected to interference in their
territorial boundary.

The league of nations seems like it will be highly opposed because it would make the
United States of America forget about their sovereignty and fear would arise against article X.
Furthermore, European countries might encompass themselves in the western hemisphere
hence disrespecting the Monroe Doctrine. Therefore, with all this in consideration, 1 do feel

that the league of the nation would maintain world peace.
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